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Forest Stewardship Program  
 

The purpose of the Forest Stewardship Program is to encourage the long-term stewardship 
of nonindustrial private forest lands, by assisting the owners of such lands to more actively 
manage their forest and related resources.  The Forest Stewardship Program is authorized by 
the Cooperative Forestry Assistance Act of 1978, as amended, 16 U.S.C. 2103A. 
 

The Forest Stewardship Program provides professional planning and technical assistance to 
owners of forest land and other lands where good stewardship, including agro-forestry 
applications, will enhance and sustain the long term productivity of multiple forest resources.  
Special attention is given to landowners in important forest resource areas and those in the 
early stages of managing their land in a way that embodies multi-resource stewardship 
principles. This planning assistance may also provide landowners with enhanced access to 
other USDA conservation programs and/or forest certification programs such as The American 
Tree Farm System. 

 
 

Your Forest Stewardship Plan 
 

Your plan will also incorporate the key redesign themes of the National Association of State 
Foresters wherever possible. 
 
Conserve Working Forest Lands: conserving and managing working forest landscapes for 
multiple values and uses. 

� Identify and conserve high priority forest ecosystems and landscapes. 
� Actively and sustainably manage forests. 

 
Protect Forests from Harm: protect forests from threats, including catastrophic storms, 
flooding, insect or disease outbreak, and invasive species. 

� Restore fire-adapted lands and reduce risk of wildfire impacts. 
� Identify, manage and reduce threats to forest and ecosystem health. 

 
Enhance Public Benefits from Trees and Forests: including air and water quality, soil 
conservation, biological diversity, carbon storage, and forest products, forestry-related jobs, 
production of renewable energy, and wildlife. 

� Protect and enhance water quality and quantity. 
� Improve air quality and conserve energy. 
� Assist communities in planning for and reducing wildfire risks. 
� Maintain and enhance the economic benefits and values of trees and forests. 
� Protect, conserve, and enhance wildlife and fish habitat. 
� Connect people to trees and forests, and engage them in environmental 

stewardship activities. 
� Manage and restore trees and forests to mitigate and adapt to global climate 

change. 
 
This plan will also meet the American Tree Farm Systems standards for forest sustainability. 
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Landowner Information 
  
 Name:    Xxxxx Xxxxxx 
 Mailing Address: 123 xyz rd 
 City, State, Zip: Courtland, MS 38620 
 Country:  United States of America 
 
 Contact Numbers: Home Number: 123-456-7899 
    Cell Number:  987-654-3211 
     
 Email Address: abc@mail.com 
 
 
Forester Information 
 
 Name:   Patrick Brown, Forester 
 MS Registered 

Forester Number:   RF1631 
 ATFS Inspector 

Number:           RF1631  
 Organization:  Pine Oaks Land & Timber Inc. 
 Mailing Address: 290 Martin Road  
 City, State, Zip Caledonia, MS 39740 
 
 Contact Numbers:  Office Number: 662-356-9054 
    Cell Number:  662-889-1467 
    Fax Number:  662-356-9054 
  

Email Address: RF1631@aol.com 
 
Property Information 
 
 County:  Panola  Parcel Number:  Total Acres:  100     
 
 Legal Description:  ________________________________________________ 

    ________________________________________________  
  
 Section(s):  0  Township: 00 South      Range:  0 West 
 
 GPS Location:   Latitude: N 00 00’ 00”       Longitude W 00 00’ 00”  
 
General Location - Property is located on the south central portion of Panola County 
approximately one mile west of Courtland, Mississippi.  A green gate entrance labeled with a 
Tree Farm sign located on the north side of Herron Road provides access to the property. 
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Introduction 
 This Forest Stewardship Management Plan will serve as a guide for accomplishing the 
goals and objectives for your property.  In addition to addressing your specific goals and 
objectives, this plan includes recommendations for maintaining soil and water quality and 
protecting your forest from the damaging effects of insects, disease, invasive species, wildfire 
and other resource elements on your property.  Recommendations are based on observation 
and assessment of the site.  Any questions concerning this plan should be directed to Patrick 
Brown. 
 
Disclaimer 

The information in this plan was derived from a small sampling of the forest resources on 
the property. It reflects an estimation that is only intended to be accurate enough for the 
purposes of making decisions for the short-term management of these resources. These 
estimations are temporally static. Events and circumstances may occur within the survey area 
that will physically alter the forest resources and therefore will not be reflected in this plan. 
 
Landowner Objectives 
 
Possible Landowner’s Objectives   
A minimum of two objectives is required: Timber Production, Wildlife General, Wildlife 
Targeted Species, Recreation, Aesthetics, Water Quality, Air Quality, Environmental 
Education, Ecological/Site Restoration, Carbon Sequestration, and Biological Diversity. 
 
Timber	Production	

The goal is to produce high quality sawtimber. This will be accomplished through 
reforestation and timber stand improvement practices such as herbicide applications, 
prescribed burning, thinning at specified intervals, and other silvicultural practices. 
Forestry Best Management Practices will be implemented to prevent erosion and 
protect water quality. 
	
Wildlife	Management	-	General	

The goal is to provide a diversity of habitats suitable for a variety of game and 
non-game wildlife species. Habitat management will focus on developing a variety of 
food, cover, water, and space. This will be accomplished by establishing and 
maintaining access roads and firelanes, providing openings within the forest, and the 
management of trees located within the Streamside Management Zone. 
	
Wildlife	Management	-	Target	Species	

The goal of wildlife management is to provide the best habitat possible for wild 
turkey and deer. This will be accomplished through the creation of permanent wildlife 
openings, thinning, selective fertilization of native vegetation, and a program of 
prescribed burning. 
	
Property Description 
 The Xxxxxx property is approximately 100 acres.  Xxxxx has owned this property since 
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90’s.  The property is divided into 15 acres of 10 year old planted pine, 72 acres of 17 year old 
planted pine, and 12 acres of 23 year old planted pines.  There is also less than acre of non-
forest area including wildlife food plots, roads. 

Approximately 84 acres of timber is being thinned to a target basal 65-70.   The 
remaining 15 acres in 10 year old should need thinned in approximately 2019.     

Access is easy off Xyz Road with a good road system.   The terrain of this tract is gently 
rolling uplands. 

 
General Property Recommendations 
 
Soil Information 

Soils were evaluated on the property to determine the suitability of the site for the 
proposed activities.  Primarily information was collected on site quality for your preferred tree 
species and harvest equipment limitations.  Forest practices are planned to minimize erosion or 
other adverse effects on the soil.  The USDA Web Soil Survey identifies the following soils on 
the property (http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/):  
 
 
Loring Silty Loam  

 These soils are well drained to moderately well drained, gently sloping to very steep 
soils in thick loess.  The slope is approximately 8-12 percent for the Loring soil type.  The soil is 
severely eroded.  The average site index for loblolly pine is 87 feet age 50.   Loblolly Pines are 
preferred on these sites. 
 
 
Stand Information 
 
Stand 1 – 15 Acres 
Stand Description 
This is a ten year old, even aged, well stocked, planted stand of loblolly pine. (Planted and 
Sprayed 2003) 
. 
 
Stand Recommendations: 
This stand is fully stocked and growing well and should be allowed to grow in its current 
condition.   
 
Stand Activities: 
The stand should be evaluated in 2019 and thinned to a target basal area of 70 square feet if 
needed.  
 
Stand 2 – 73 Acres 
Stand Description 
This a seventeen year old, even-aged, well stocked, planted stand of loblolly pine. (Planted and 
Sprayed 1995).  The stand is currently over-stocked and should be thinned as soon as possible. 
The Southern Pine Beetle risk rating for this stand has been determined to be high. 
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There is currently no evidence of any existing erosion problems or any threats to water quality in 
this stand type.  Care should be taken in any future management activities to ensure that no 
such problems occur.  This can be accomplished by utilizing Best Management Practices 
(BMP’s) in forestry operations, which are discussed in a separate section of this management 
plan.  There is also no sign of any existing insect or disease problem in this stand. 
 
Stand Recommendations: 
This stand should be thinned to improve future growth of the residual stand and reduce the risk 
of a detrimental Southern Pine Beetle infestation.  Thinning should remove the smaller, lower 
valued trees for pulpwood and should leave the larger higher valued trees well spaced to 
continue growing for future thinnings and final harvest at age 35.   
It is the landowner’s objective to manage the current stand for future timber production and to 
provide habitat for wildlife.   
 
  Food plots can also be established on loading decks and other openings. 
 
Stand Activities: 
This stand is being thinned (2013) to a 70 square feet of Basal Area 
and followed by prescribed burning in 2016 and 2020 and should be evaluated for a second 
thinning in 2020. Strip disking in thinned corridors will be alternated annually. 
 
Stand 3 – 12 Acres 
Stand Description 
This stand is a 23 year old, even-aged, well stocked, pine plantation that has been thinned twice 
and burned at 5 year intervals. (1990)     
 
Stand Recommendations: 
This stand needs a light thinning to get Basal Area to 70 square feet.    
 
Stand Activities: 
This stand is being thinned (2013) to 70 square feet of Basal Area and followed by prescribed 
burning in 2015 and 2019 and should be evaluated for a clear-cut in 2023. 
 
Other Recommended Plan Activities 
Maintains of fire breaks, roads, and property lines as needed.   
  
Use of Consulting Foresters, and other Natural Resource Professionals and Private 
Contractors:  
We encourage the use Forestry Consultants and other natural resource professionals and 
private contractors to assist with the sale of timber and carrying out other recommended 
activities.   
 
Soil and Water Resources  

 The objective of the landowner is to protect, conserve and enhance all soil and water 
resources on or transecting the property.  This can best be achieved by implementing Best 
Management Practices in all respects of the management of the property. 
Special protection must be given on this property to maintain the water quality on the site.  This 
protection is recommended through the use of streamside management zones (SMZ’s) and 
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other practices identified in the Best Management Practices (BMP’s) guidelines.  The following 
watersheds and streams exist on this tract that should be protected: 
 
Watershed  
 Your property is located in the Bobo Creek watershed which is part of the larger Yocana 
River watershed landscape as identified on the attached watershed map.  Although your 
property occupies a small portion of this watershed area, the cumulative effect of site 
disturbances on all properties in the watershed could have adverse effects on soil fertility and 
water quality.  Therefore, it is incumbent on every forest steward to prevent adverse effects from 
forestry activities and repair damage from forestry practices by installing BMP’s when and 
where needed. 
 
Wetlands - There are no known wetlands on this property.   
 
Biological diversity – The landowner is interested in sustaining a biological diverse 
environment for both plants and animals.   
 
Aesthetic quality -The goal is to assure that the property is managed in such a way that is 
aesthetic pleasing to the owner and the public. 
 
Recreation – The landowner recognizes the recreational value of his property.  The family 
currently utilizes the property for weekend retreats and occasional hunting experiences.  
 
Timber - Timber management goals for this property are to manage timber resources in such a 
manner as to maximize timber production throughout the life of the managed stands. 
 
Fish and wildlife – With the over-abundance of white-tailed deer on property, you may want to 
increase your deer harvest.  A very distinct browse line is visible. 
 
Threatened and endangered species –There was no evidence of any threatened or 
endangered species noted on this property while conducting the field visit.   
 
Forest health – A healthy vigorously growing stand is the best defense to an attack from a 
variety of forest insects, plants and pathogens. 

Insects and Diseases - There are no known Insect or Disease problems on this property.  
However, trees are subject to attack from insects and diseases.  Different insects and 
diseases affect trees according to the age, species, and condition of the trees.  Planted 
stands of pines and pure stands of hardwoods are particularly susceptible to attack.  Since 
there are many different insects and diseases, no attempt will be made here to explain all of 
them.  Your property should be inspected at least annually for possible signs of insect and 
disease activity.  Some things to look for are – 
� Unseasonable leaf fall 
� Discoloration of leaves or needles 
� Popcorn shaped pitch pockets on pine trees 
� Heavy defoliation of hardwood trees 
� Groups of three or more dying trees within a stand 
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This list does not cover all instances of insect or disease attacks.  If anything unusual is 
noticed, report to your forester.  In most cases, insect and disease problems can be 
controlled if discovered early. 
Invasive Species –There are no known invasive species on this property.  You should be 
aware of all potential invasive species that could invade your property.  It is advisable to 
become familiar with the identification of cogongrass, kudzu, privet and other invasive 
species and take appropriate control measures if found. 
 

Archeological, cultural and historic sites –There were no such areas of historical, cultural, or 
archeological value identified on the property.   

 
 
Fire Protection  
 Your forest should be protected from wildfire at all times. The best way to protect 
your investment is by establishing and maintaining firebreaks and access roads on your 
property.  You should also install FireWise practices to defend any structures and improvements 
on the property.  Guidelines for these practices can be found in Mississippi’s Best Management 
Practices handbook and FireWise materials.  Also, keep a list of emergency responders to call if 
a wildfire should occur on or near your property. 

 
Ecological Services  
  A well managed sustainable forest resource is the best hedge against the effects of 
global warming and climate change.  Carbon stored in trees is also an emerging market that 
could have benefits for Mississippi’s Tree Farmers.  Across the world, people are becoming 
more concerned about carbon emissions and global warming. In the United States, companies 
interested in offsetting their carbon emissions turn to the Chicago Climate exchange, a voluntary 
greenhouse gas market. Landowners have an opportunity to be paid for managing their 
forestlands to maximize carbon sequestration. Land certified under the American Tree Farm 
System is eligible to be included in projects registered with the Chicago Climate Exchange, but 
not all ATFS certified lands will be appropriate for carbon projects. Often times, landowners 
must contract with an aggregator organization to have their lands included in a larger carbon 
pool.  Please contact your forester for more information. 

 
Destructive Grazing 
  Tree seedlings should be protected from grazing until such time as the terminal bud of 
the sapling is beyond reach of livestock. Domestic livestock should be denied access to the tree 
planting area. 

 
Boundary Lines  

 It is the responsibility of the landowner to ensure that all property lines and any interior 
boundaries designating areas to receive forestry work are clearly identified and visible to all 
contractors. 
 
Note: Some forest practices may cause temporary adverse environmental or aesthetic impacts. 
These practices will only cause short-term adverse impacts where they are installed. Special 
efforts will be made to minimize adverse effects when carrying out any of the practices. 
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Examples include: site preparation, planting, prescribed fires, firebreak installation and 
maintenance, road installation and maintenance, pesticide applications and timber harvesting. 
 
 
Stand Activity Schedule: 
 

o This should be a table or spread sheet insert that schedules all stand activities 
recommended in the plan for the 10 year period. 

 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Year Stand Description of Work 		 		 		

    	 	 	

2013	-	2023	 all	 Monitor	pines	for	beetle	activity.	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	

2013	 2&3	 Thin	to	Plantations	to	70	BA	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	

2015	 3	 Burn	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	

2016	 2	 Burn	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	

2019	 1	 Evaluate	for	First	Thinning	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	

2019	 3		 Burn	 	
 
 
  2020        2        Evaluate for Second Thinning 
 
          2023                       3       Evaluate for Clear-cut 
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